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SERMON I. 



THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. 

" When the Spirit of truth is coine, He will 
guide you into all truths — John xvi. 13. 



M 



Spirit of truth, Thy grace impart, 
To guide our doubtful way ; * 

Thy beams shall scatter every cloud, 
And make a glorious day. 

Light in Thy light O may we see, 

Thy grace and mercy prove. 
Revived and cheer'd and blessed by Thee, 

Spirit of peace and love ! 



(tolktt for Sahiteunbag. 

/"^ OD, Who as at this time didst teach the hearts of Thy 
^-^ faithful people, by the sending to them the light of 
Thy Holy Spirit ; grant us by the same Spirit to have a right 
judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in His holy 
comfort; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
Who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in the unity of the same 
Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, 



John xvi. 13. 

** When the Spirit of Tnith is come, He will guide you into 

all truth." 



T^HESE are words about a blessing promised ; 

we may now look upon them as telling of 

a promise fulfilled, and say, " The Spirit of 

truth is come, He will guide us into all truth." 

" Grant us by the same Spirit to have a 
right judgment in all things." Such are 
some of the words which the Church puts 
into the mouths of her children on this holy 
day. They form a prayer, a prayer speak- 
ing of much faith in those who make its words 
their own. It seems fitted only for such as can 
rest in the assurance that God*s promises are 
indeed " Yea and Amen." It is a prayer such 
as he may use who can take the promises of 
God with him to his heavenly Father's mercy- 
seat, and plead them there, expecting and be- 
lieving that an answer of peace shall be given 
to him. 

We may fancy such a man, as he kneels be- 
fore his God, saying in his prayer, "Thou, 
O Lord, hast said, * Open thy mouth wide, and 



I will fill it/ therefore will I ask no little matter, 
lest I should dishonour Thee, but, Lord, I pray 
Thee, by Thy Spirit, grant me a right under- 
standing in all things." 

Such is the prayer, here is the answer, — " The 
Spirit of truth is come. He will guide you into 
all truth." 

These words form one of the most precious 
of all the many precious promises of God's 
Holy Word. 

They are spoken, too, by the blessed Saviour 
Himself, and should be precious to us on that 
account, as well as because they contain in them- 
selves a pledge of one of the chiefest of all good 
gifts. 

They tell to us the great fact which we are 
this day called upon to commemorate, the send- 
ing of the Holy Spirit to dwell in men's hearts, 
to reprove the world of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment. 

They tell us something, too, which concerns 
each one of us individually, as well as speaking 
words of wisdom to the world at large. 

Something which, did we but fully realise it, 
might, nay would, make us nobler, better men 
and women, which would give us higher aims, 
and holier thoughts, which would fit us more for 
the service and glory of our God, and increase 
our usefulness among our fellow men. 

To trust for salvation to the merits of Jesus' 
atoning blood is the Christian's highest act of 



faith; to seek God's glory in our neighbour's 
best and chiefest good is the Christian's noblest 
work. 

For these were the chief commandments of 
the Law, to serve the Lord our God with all 
the heart, and to love our neighbour as ourself. 

And what the Law set forth as a duty, the 
Gospel does not away with, but rather elevates 
into a higher nature, making duty to become 
a privilege, by reason of the example of Jesus, 
that we should follow in His steps, Who said, 
" A new commandment give I unto you, that ye 
love one another ; as I have loved you, that ye 
'also love one another." 

These two things, then, are the foundation of 
all true religion, of all truth. Every act of faith 
and worship is included in the requirements of 
the first commandment, and the possession of 
all virtues is implied by the second. And thus 
it is that the fruits of the Spirit are these, " love, 
joy, peace, longsuflfering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance," or, as it is written 
in another place, perhaps more comprehensively, 
" The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, and 
righteousness, and truth." 

Here, then, is declared what was to be the 
especial work of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
truth, that when He was come He should guide 
into all truth. 

One of the greatest characteristics of the time 
we live in is what few who notice at all what is 
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going on around them can fail to observe, 
namely, that it is an age of progress, and it is 
also an age of earnest enquiry, of seeking after 
truth. What is truth ? is one of the questions 
of the day ; let us take heed that we rest not 
content with simply asking the question and 
then go away caring little for an answer. 

We may find truth, for there is One Who 
shall guide us into all truth. Who shall give us 
a right understanding in all things. 

How is it that He does this ? There is One 
Who is emphatically " The Truth'' in Whom 
^^ all fulness dwells." 

In the Name of this great and mighty One, 
true God in His power and majesty, true man 
in His humanity and sympathy, in the Name of 
Jesus, the very God, and yet no less the Son of 
man, is the Spirit of truth sent, to teach men of 
Him Who has spoken of Himself as "the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life." 

And so it is said, " The Holy Ghost shall 
teach you, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you." 

Doctrinally, morally, or politically, there can 
be no words like those of Jesus. " Never man 
spake like this man." "He came not to destroy 
the law, but to fulfil." 

The hand of God made and governs all 
things. Jesus is the Son of God ; the sick are 
healed, the dead are raised, the waves obey His 
voice, and of very truth, "He hath done al 



things well." The grave could not hold Him, 
He broke the power of death, He is now the 
** blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords." 

How, then, can men be guided into all truth 
but by being made to follow the very Truth 
Himself. 

And this is how the Holy Spirit works upon 
men's minds to give them understanding, and 
wisdom, and knowledge, and to "endue them 
with power from on high," by leading them to 
the knowledge and remembrance of Jesus, bring- 
ing them first to the Cross of Jesus, that by 
His blood there shed they may receive forgive- 
ness of their sins, and then by causing them to 
walk in His steps with something of His love. 
His purity. His earnestness, His odedience. His 
meekness. His sympathy. 

Thus do men have faith in Jesus, looking to 
His death as their only hope of salvation. 

Thus does their faith bear fruit to God s 
glory, while, having ever before their eyes the 
example of His life, they let their light so shine 
before men that they see their good works, and 
glorify our Father which is in heaven. 

The true Christian life is not a dead and in- 
active one ; it does not consist in the shutting 
one's self out from the society of others, — ^the 
sitting apart in all the apathetic coldness of 
(what, after all, may be but) a mock solemnity, 
expressive of feelings which, if they found vent 



10 

in words, would be, " Stand by thyself, come not 
near to me, for I am holier than thou," — ^but it 
is that of a man who with the heart deeply 
touched with a sense of Christ's love and God's 
mercy, ** believes with his . whole heart unto 
righteousness," and at the same time makes 
with his mouth, and by his acts of love, and 
right, and duty, a " confession openly unto sal- 
vation." 

It is first a life in Christ, and then a life for 
Christ ; it is a " walking after the Spirit." The 
Spirit giving the right understanding in matters' 
of faith, and guiding into all truth in things of 
action as well as those of faith. 

Thus it is that the Christian's love to his God 
and his Saviour becomes such as St. John speaks 
of when he says, ** My little children, let us not 
love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and 
in truth." 

It is to the work of the Spirit in man's heart 
that the knowledge of the first principles of 
a true religion is owing. 

" No man," writes St. Paul, " can say that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost," 
and through life, He is in all things the Chris- 
tian's guide. He is the Comforter in times of 
sorrow, bringing to remembrance the love and 
sympathy of the blessed Jesus, He is strength 
in hours of weakness, for He likewise helpeth 
our infirmities. He is the Instructor in days of 
ignorance, for of Him it is said that " He shall 

r ' 
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teach you all things." In the moment of anxious 
need and earnest longing, His is the ready help, 
for though " we know not what to pray for as 
we ought," He Himself ** maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered," 

And as He is all this to the servants of God 
in matters of religion and of faith, as He sup- 
ports them in the things which concern their 
souls, so to Him also do they owe, if they are 
indeed living the True life, all the energy that 
bears them onwards in the path of duty, in the 
carrying into practice that which is their divine 
rule of faith. Jesus is to them a reality. He is 
their head, and they each, as members of Christ, 
feel the closeness of their union to Him, they do 
everything in the name of Jesus, and have in all 
they do a thought of something higher, some 
nobler motive than their own advantage or even 
the comfort of those around them. 

Their desire it is to be able to say with Christ 
(as members of the body of which He is the 
Head), " Father, I have glorified Thee on the 
earth, I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest me to do." 

Jesus is to them not only the Truth, but the 
Way and the Life. Would they succeed in any 
undertaking, they are careful to see first that 
such undertaking is one upon which they may 
ask His blessing, and in which, if we may speak 
it with reverence, enjoy His companionship, 
that Hi§ blessing going with them shall make 
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a way for them through every difficulty, and en- 
able them to overcome every obstacle. 

He is to them the Lt/e, for His Spirit, the 
Spirit of Truth, called also the Spirit of Life in 
Christ Jesus, enabling them to mortify the deeds 
of the body, is the prompter of their every 
action, (though sometimes, it may be, they know 
it not,) and with St. Paul they can say, " The 
life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me." 

Thus the Spirit first leads to Christ, and then 
stablishes and builds a man up on Christ, by 
guiding him into all truth. 

All Truth. 

Truth of thought, truth of word, and truth of 
action. What the heart thinks, the mouth 
speaks, and, unless a man be a liar, what the 
mouth speaks the hand will do. 

The truth-speaking boy grows up to be the 
honest-dealing man, but the youth who in child- 
hood has learnt to tune his tongue to utter that 
which is falsehood, develops into the man whom 
no one trusts, the man to whom no one is so 
great an enemy as himself, and who may be 
capable of committing any crime. 

The first sin was caused by an untruth, the 
first murder had a lie connected with it. There 
is nothing God hates more than falsehood, 
whether in thought, word, or deed. How dare 
a Christian, whose Lord and Master is the Truth 
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Itself, ever act dishonestly, or speak untruth- 
fully. 

Here is a lesson for us all to seek the aid of 
Him Who shall, Who will guide us into all 
truth. 

I have spoken of the earnest enquiry in this 
our day after religious truth. How many earnest 
souls are anxiously seeking after some certainty, 
some sure foundation upon which they may feel 
satisfied to rest, longing to do what is right, 
wishing to believe what is true, and yet unde- 
termined, unsettled, disheartened, ready to halt ! 
How many are offended, how many have fallen 
into error, how many are sinking into indiffer- 
ence ! 

May it not be, must it not be, because they 
have not the Guide, because they start with un- 
certain step, waiting not to have the way pointed 
out to them, impatient, waiting not till they be 
endued with power from on high. Trusting in 
man's wisdom, walking after man's guidance, 
following only after the plan suggested by some 
one counted wise, or self-denying, or holy, among 
their fellow men. This is why so many are 
weak among us„ and so many fall. 

Man's wisdom may be useful, it may guide 
into truth, but there is but One and only One 
who can guide into all truth. 

Would we, then, know what is true in religion, 
would we step forth from' the darkness of doubt 
or indifference, coldness or ignorance in religion, 
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let us ask for the Spirit of God, of Christ, 
" the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord," then 
shall we be taught by Him, as the truth is in 
Jesus. 

Would we do that which is right towards 
others, would we " provide things honest in the 
sight of all men," let us remember that of our- 
selves we cannot do any good thing, but that 
" every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from 
above, cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness nor shadow of 
turning." 

Every holy thought is of the Spirit's prompt- 
ing, every loving action is done, at His sugges- 
tion, every self-denying impulse originates with 
Him, He is the " Spirit of love, the Spirit of 
joy, the Spirit of peace," of patience, of long- 
suffering, of prayer, of hope, of faith, of gentle- 
ness, of goodness. 

Oh, then, let us seek more of His sacred fire, 
more of His sanctifying influence, and if we live 
in the Spirit as disciples of the blessed Jesus, 
let us also walk in the Spirit, not desirous of 
vain glory, but ever seeking God's glory and 
others' good. 

Let this be our lesson to-day, to ** covet ear- 
nestly the best gifts." " If ye, being evil," said 
the Saviour, " know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your 



heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask Him." 

Then with that Spirit will Truth, tJte Truth, 
be ours. Then shall doubts vanish, and ig- 
norance have no more an abiding place in our 
hearts ; then shall we " know what is . true, and 
be in Him that is true, even in the Son of God," 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Then shall we have 
a right understanding in all things, and being 
guided into all truth, shall have no fear for the 
life that now is, and shall be able to leave the 
future with our God, knowing that " if the Spirit 
which raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in us. 
He that raised up Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken our mortal bodies by His Spirit 
that dwelleth in us." Amen. 



SERMON II 



THE THREEFOLD CORD. 

" A Three/old Cord is ttoi quickly broken." 

Ecclesiastes iv. 12. 



We give immortal praise 

To God the Father's love, 
For all our comforts here, 
And better hopes above ; 
He sent His own 

Eternal Son, 
To die for sin 

That man had done. 

To God the Son belongs 

Immortal glory too, 
Who bought us with His blood 
From everlasting woe : 
And now He lives, 

And now He reigns, 
And sees the fruit 
Of all His pains. 

To God the Spirit's Name 
Immortal worship give, 
Whose new-creating power 
Makes the dead sinner live : 
His work completes 
The great design, 
And fills the soul 
With joy divine. 

Almighty God ! to Thee 

Be endless honour done, 
The undivided Three, 
And the mysterious One i 
Where reason fails 

With all her powers, 
There faith prevails 
And love adores. 

c 2 



(S^olitd iox ^rinitB Sunbajj. 

A LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hast given unto 
'^"^ us thy servants grace, by the confession of a true 
faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in 
the power of the divine Majesty to worship the Unity; we 
beseech Thee, that Thou wouldest keep us stedfast in this 
faith, and evermore defend us from all adversities; who 
livest and reignest, one God, world without end. Amen. 



THE THREEFOLD CORD. 

ECCLESIASTES IV. 12. 

" A threefold cord is not quickly broken." 



/^OD IS perfect, God is holy, and it is written 
to man, " Be ye also perfect, as your 
Father which js in heaven is perfect," and, 
** Be ye holy, for I am holy." 

It is also Ayritten, " There is none that doeth 
good, no, not one." " AH we, like sheep, have 
gone astray ; we have turned every one to his 
own way ;" and what did our Blessed Lord say 
to His followers but this? — "When ye have done 
all things which are commanded you, say, we 
are unprofitable servants, we have done that 
which was our duty to do :" and again, " I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners ^ 
" I am not sent but unto the lost sheep." 

With all these words to remind us, how evil, 
how sinful, how weak and incapable of per- 
fection and holiness man is, there is yet issued 
the command from God to be perfect, to be 
holy, and this too with a perfection that is more 
than human, with a holiness nothing short of 
that which is divine, " Be ye perfect, as your 



Father which is in heaven is perfect." " Be ye 
holy, for I am holy." 

At first sight these various commands seem 
so contradictory, that one may not wonder at 
some among men who have been known to say 
that God expects impossibilities, and that there- 
fore to live a religious life, and to die the death 
of the righteous, is impracticable. 

But we are again and again assured that our 
God is a God who cannot lie, whose every word 
is truth, for as the prophet Jeremiah saith, 
" The Lord is the God of Truth." 

Therefore there can, in reality, be no con- 
tradiction, at least, not in the sense in which'the 
word is commonly understood. 

" The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
unto him, neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned." 

These words give us the clue to the mystery, 
and at once solve the difficulty. Man, as man, 
cannot be good, or holy or perfect, and we can 
say with St. Paul, each one of us, " I know that 
in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing." 

At the same time man as a Christian, a mem- 
ber of Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven, can lay claim to an 
imputed righteousness, that of the Blessed 
Jesus, who is our Head ; and thus we can each, 
if we abide in Him, the True Vine, of which it 



may be said, " If the root be holy, so also 
are the branches :" say again with St. Paul, 
" I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me." 

But not only is holiness required of us, but as 
St. Paul writes, " leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection." 
The Christian life is not to be like some stag- 
nant pool, whose waters increase not, nor 
spread ; but rather as some running stream 
becomes larger and deeper and broader as it 
proceeds upon its way towards the sea, so as 
the Christian presses on towards the mark for 
the prize of his high calling, his life should be 
one of daily increasing vigour, shedding the 
greater influence around, deeper too in itself, 
as it draws him hourly nearer to his God. 

" A threefold cord," says our text, ** is not 
quickly broken ;" it binds surely, it bears weight 
safely, nor does it yield easily to any force 
which may be applied to it. 

God speaks by his prophet Hosea of His 
earnest zeal for Israel's good, and doing so, 
says, " I drew them with the cords of a man, 
with the bands of love." 

The figure of our text is one which it seems 
to me may not unaptly be applied to the united 
work of the three persons of the Holy Trinity, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, by 
which united work alone a man can be madq 
or counted perfect before God, 
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In the work of the Holy Father we have set 
before us the perfection of love, for God is Love. 
In the work of the Holy Son we have the 
perfection of salvation, for " neither is there 
salvation in any other, for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved." And in the work of the 
Holy Spirit, we have the perfection of know- 
ledge and of sanctifcation, for He is called 
the " Spirit that searcheth all things," and the 
"Spirit that teacheth all things," and it is 
written, " as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God." 

It is the united work of the Three Persons, 
the love of the Father, the salvation of the 
Son, the sanctification of the Spirit, which 
forms, as it were, the threefold cord, whose 
strength can raise a man from the depths of sin 
to the heights of heaven. God the Father as 
a God of love is ever waiting to be gracious, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all 
men should come to repentance. God the Son, 
as the God of Salvation, is the means whereby 
reconciliation is made between the sinner and 
his offended, though still loving. Father. God the 
Holy Ghost, is He who convinces men of sin, 
and teaches men of Jesus, and leads men to 
repentance, so opening a way both to the obtain- 
ing of salvation through Christ, and forgiveness 
of the Father. 

The work of each Person of the Holy Trinity 



is distinct and separate in itself, and yet com- 
plete only when united with that of the other 
two, just as the three strands of a rope are 
distinct in themselves, yet united in one cord. 
And withal it is indeed a very cord of love. 

The Father loved us and sent His Son into the 

• 

world that " whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." The 
Son with a willing obedience,, came to die for 
our sins, thus giving each one of us a right to 
use those words spoken by St. Paul, as our own 
words, " He loved me, and gave Himself for 
me." And what is the Holy Ghost but in very 
truth to the Spirit of love, loving us Himself, 
and interceding for us "with groanings which 
cannot be uttered," and also causing us to bring 
forth towards, both God and man, love, joy, 
faith, goodness, and peace. 

Their work, their offices, in their power and 
their grace, and their holiness, are entwined 
together in one, and God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, appear to us thrfie persons 
indeed, but yet one God, whose one great name 
is Love. 

And it is when we dwell in the sunshine of 
that love, when God dwells in us, and we in 
Him, that as a Church or a people, or as in- 
dividuals, we are bound together in the closest 
and holiest ties of unity and affection, and 
interest, with a bond of union which indeed is 
not quickly broken. 
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Not quickly broken. Do not these words 
speak very touchingly to our hearts, do not 
they seem to bring to our recollection repeated 
sins, gaining a repeated pardon, from a Father 
"who is merciful and gracious, long-suffering and 
abundant- in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, and forgiving iniquity and trans- 
gression and sin" ? 

Do not they tell us of a Saviour, the good 
Shepherd, seeking again and again after the 
erring wandering sheep, — of the High Priest 
pleading continually for us the merits of His 
precious blood, ever making intercession for us, 
" Father forgive them," — ** Father, keep them 
from the evil of the world," — " Holy Father, 
keep through Thine own Name those whom 
Thou hast given Me, that they may be one 
as We are one," — "Father, I will that they 
also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me 
where I am. O righteous Father, the world 
hath not known Thee, but I have known Thee, 
and these have known that Thou hast sent Me" ? 

And, oh, do not they speak sadly to us of the 
times when we have resisted the Spirit of Truth 
and of Love, — when we have grieved Him with 
our determined inattention to His words, teach- 
ing us, reminding us, warning us, — ^when we 
have stopped our ears to the voice of con- 
science, — when we have shut our eyes to the 
sinfulness of sin ? 

Yet in the fulness of His great love, Hq 
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hath, though grieved, though resisted, forsaken 
us not, but with pleadings louder and louder, 
with woundings deeper and deeper, hath at last 
forced us to acknowledge our transgressions 
and confess our sins, and at such seasons of 
sorrow hath He not been the first to pour out 
upon us the grace of comfort and consolation, to 
build up afresh our well-nigh crumbling hope ? 
and hath not He been the first to teach us how 
to pray, and what to pray for as we ought ? 

Such, brethren, is the threefold cord. Truly 
we may thank God that it is not quickly 
broken. 

Our Father's face may be hidden from us for 
a moment, yet a little while and Jesus' love and 
prayer shall take away the cloud, when but for 
Him it might have overcast our path for ever. 

The San may for a time be forgotten by us ; 
His death. His sufferings for our sake may lose 
for a while their reality to us, or our need of 
them may fail to be recognized by us. 

Anon the Holy Ghost y in His great love, 
distils upon our hearts, as it were, the dew of 
Heaven, and they are refreshed and strength- 
ened, and renewed in their thoughts and faith 
in Jesus' blood, for with His convincing voice 
He teaches again and again the need of salva- 
tion through the blessed Jesus, and brings to 
mind that Saviour's loving words. 

While to the Father's love we owe all we 
havCj and ^11 wp are, He sent His Son ; His Son 
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besought Him to send the Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit ; and the Holy Spirit teaches us all things, 
even the deep things of God, "and the un- 
searchable riches of Christ." 

We may indeed praise and bless the great 
and good God, for the united work of the 
blessed and holy Trinity, the Three in One, 
the One in Three, the Threefold Cord which, 
let us thank God, is not quickly broken. 

It is only when enjoying the sweet and 
hallowing influence of the blessed Trinity, the 
Grace of Christ, the Fathers Love, the Holy 
Spirit's favour that we can 

" Abide in union 
With each other and the Lord, 
And possess in sweet Communion 
Joys which earth cannot afford.'* 

It is only when the work of the Father and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost is shed abroad in 
our hearts, that we can in any the least way, 
approach to the requirements I spoke of just 
now, when telling how God had said " Be ye 
perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect, Be 
ye holy, for I am holy." 

We cannot be perfect, we cannot be holy, in 
ourselves, but with God, the Father, the Son, 
the Holy Ghost dwelling in us. His perfection 
is considered in the place of our imperfection, 
His holiness is reckoned, while our unholiness 
is forgotten and passed by. And thus are the 
words of Jesus (words of truth and holiness) 



13 

verified : " The glory which thou gavest me, I 
have given them, that they may be one, even as 
we are one; I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be perfect in one." 

Let us pray, brethren, that the blessings we 
have 'been considering to-day, may be more and 
more vouchsafed to the Church of God, that 
the threefold cord, not quickly broken, may 
bind all God's servants both closer to Him and 
also to one another, and that our hearts having 
a due sense of God's mercies, we may be un- 
feignedly thankful, and shew forth His praise, 
not only with our lips, but also in our lives, by 
giving up ourselves to His service, and by 
walking before Him in holiness and righteous- 
ness all our days, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 



SERMON III. 



THINKING ABOUT CHRIST. 



" Whai think ye of Christ f"— Matt, xxil 42. 



3§L)mtt. 

Jesus ! Name of wondrous love ! 
Name all other names above ! 
Unto which must every knee 
Bow in deep humility. 

Jesus ! Name decreed of old; 
To the maiden mother told, 
Kneeling in her lowly cell, 
By the Angel Gabriel. 

Jesus ! Name of priceless worth 
To the fallen sons of earth 
For the promise that it gave, — 
"Jesus shall His people save." 

Jesus ! Name of mercy mild, 
Given to the holy Child, 
When the cup of human woe 
First He tasted here below. 

Jesus ! only Name that*s given 
Under all the mighty heaven, 
Whereby man, to sin enslaved, 
Bursts his fetters, and is saved. 

Jesus ! Name of wondrous love ! 
Human Name of God above ! 
Pleading only this we flee. 
Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 



Collect fflc St. f hilip anb St. J^jmcs' Bag. 

r^ ALMIGHTY God, Whom truly to know is everlasting 
^^ life ; grant us perfectly to know Thy Son Jesus Christ 
to be the way, the truth, and the life; that, following the 
steps of Thy holy Apostles, Saint Philip and Saint James, 
we may stedfastly walk in the way that leadeth to eternal 
life; through the same Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 



THINKING ABOUT CHRIST. 



Matt. xxii. 42. 
"What think ye of Christ?" 



T^HESE words were read just now in the 
Gospel for this morning^s service. 

They form the pith of a question put by our 
Blessed Lord Himself to the Pharisees who 
were standing round about Him, and had just 
heard him speaking of the duty of men towards 
Gody to love Him with all the heart, the soul, 
and the mind, and towards their neighboury to 
love him even as they loved themselves. 

Having spoken to them of the duties of the 
laWy He would turn their attention to the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, the fulfilment of Prophecy, 
the expected Messiah. What think ye of 
Christ "i (or Messiah) whose son is He ? They 
say unto Him, the son of David. 

Thus far they could answer, and answer 
rightly; but when Jesus went on further, and 
asked them, How, then, doth David in spirit 
call Him Lord ? saying, " The Lord said unto 
my Lord, sit thou on my right hand until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool If David then call 



him Lord, how is he his son ?" "No man was 
able to answer Him a word." 

These men could understand the human 
nature of their promised Messiah, but they could 
not reconcile the idea of the divine and human 
nature being united in one person; how the 
Messiah could at one and the same time be 
David's son and David's Lord passed their 
comprehension. 

Now, it is in the perfect union of these two 
natures in one person that the chief beauty of 
our blessed and most holy Saviour Jesus, the 
Messias of the Jews^ the Christ of the Getttiles, 
consists. And when we are thinking about 
Christ, we should never forget that He is both 
God and man ; we should never suffer our 
thoughts of Him in His one nature to be such 
as to lower our feelings about Him in His other 
nature, for in Him are both natures, separately 
and together, perfect, for He is perfect God and 
perfect man. 

How this is we may not be able to tell ; it is 
a truth which we must not question, it may seem 
hard to some of us to understand it It is suffi- 
cient to believe it, and it is the very belief of it 
which makes Christ so precious to those who 
know Him and trust in Him. 

Did we think of Christ as God only, we 
should indeed feel a deep sense of His power, 
and might fear Him. Did we think of Him 
as man only, we might see much, very much, 
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to admire in Him, but very little to rely 
upon. 

But, knowing Him in His two perfect natures, 
we have a God to reverence and trust in, a ma7t 
to love, and admire, and copy, in His example. 
A God to direct our path, a ma7i to sympathize 
in our griefs, in Whose atonement and suffer- 
ings for us we may indeed rest confident, and 
say with St. Paul, ** God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by Whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world." 

There is a great and wide difference between 
the views of natural and spiritual men; the 
natural man being one who looks upon this 
world, and this life, and the things, in short, 
which are peculiarly suited to our poor weak 
human nature, as containing all the sources of 
his heart's chiefest treasure ; while the spiritual 
man is one who, having his heart moved by the 
Spirit of- God, seeks as his treasure those things 
which are above. 

The men to whom our Lord was now speak- 
ing were natural minded men ; they could un- 
derstand their Messias coming, of the offspring 
of David, a mighty Deliverer, with kingly train, 
rescuing the Jewish people from the hands of 
all their enemies, and settting up Jerusalem 
again as the chiefest city of the world, the " joy 
of the whole earth," but they could not discern 
in the meek and lowly Jesus, the Christ, the 
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anointed Son of God, God the Saviour, Man 
the sufferer, by Whose sufferings, death, and 
resurrection, they should look for pardon and 
peace here, and eternal life hereafter. 

We often speak of Christ, but what is He to 
us ; do we see Him to be God as well as man, 
and man as well as God ? do we understand 
thoroughly the question these men could not 
answer, " If David call him Lord, how is he 
then his son ?" 

What do we think of Christ ? What do we 
know of Christ ? What is Christ to us ? 

St. Peter writes in the second chapter of his 
first Epistle, "It is contained in Scripture, Be- 
hold, I lay in Sion a chief corner-stone, elect, 
precious, and he that believeth on Him shall 
not be confounded ; unto you, therefore, that 
believe, he is precious, but unto them which be 
disobedient, the stone which the builders dis- 
allowed, the same is made the head of the 
corner, and a stone of stumbling and a rock of 
offence, even to them which stumble at the 
word, being- disobedient." 

What think you of Christ } Is He truly 
precious ? does thinking about Him, and all He 
has done and suffered, do you good, and make 
you happier and better, more .firm in your faith, 
more active in doing what is right, and in ab- 
staining from what is bad and sinful, impure 
and unholy ? 

There are many instances - in the Bible of 



a right thinking about Christ, both in the Old 
and New Testament characters. " Abraham^' 
said Jesus, " rejoiced to see my day, and he saw 
it, and was glad." He must have thought much 
of the then future coming of Christ, and have 
looked forward with faith to the fulfilment of all 
the prophecies concerning Him. 

Job thought rightly upon Christ, and this 
right thinking caused him to exclaim, even in 
the midst of all his pain, " I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth, and though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God." 

Moses y we are told in Hebrews, esteemed the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt. 

Isaiah exulted in the prospect of His coming. 
" For unto us," he says, " a child is born, unto 
us a son is given, and His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." 

And if we turn to the New Testament, how 
many instances shall we find there of men and 
women who thought much and rightly about 
Christ. 

The Virgin Mother, whilst the Holy Babe 
Jesus was yet unborn, sang His praises, " My 
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour." 

Simeon^ after seeing the infant Jesus, could 



10 

look forward to death in peace and with joy, 
** Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace, according to Thy word. For mine eyes 
have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast pre- 
pared before the face of all people." 

Besides these, let us remember those disciples 
who forsook all and followed Jesus. These are 
all examples of a right thinking of Christ; 
Christ was precious to them, and this is what 
should be the effect of our thoughts about 
Christ. Thoughts about Jesus that do not bring 
out more and more His exceeding preciousness, 
are not good thoughts ; let us never encourage 
such if tempted to do so. Thoughts that lead 
us to doubt anything we are told of Him in 
Holy Scripture, are not good thoughts; let us 
pray against them. Books which raise questions 
about Christ, His divinity, and humanity, we 
should read with prayer, if we read them at all, 
that we may not be led astray from the paths of 
faith by the words of what may be only that 
wisdom of man which is foolishness with 
God. 

If ^we would have right thoughts of Christ, 
we must study the Bible, which tells us what 
He said, and what He did, which speaks of His 
death and sufferings for us, and abounds with 
many, many precious promises, which will be 
fulfilled to those who believe on His Name. 

We must read God's Holy Word with prayer, 
and, believing what we read, we shall find 
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through that belief salvation for our souls. 
"Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life." " To the law, and to the 
testimony, if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no light in 
them." 

There is in Christ all that poor, weak, sinful 
man can want. In Him is a Saviour Jesus, 
God the Saviour. " Neither is there salvation 
in any other, for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved." 

Do we need a true friend ? Jesus, Man the 
Sympathizer, is one who sticketh closer than 
a brother. 

As we follow our duty and calling on earth, 
we may expect to meet with many difficulties 
and not a few disappointments. As we pursue 
the duties of our religious and better life, we 
may expect to meet with sundry trials and no 
little opposition. We shall need a guide ; Jesus 
is ** the way, the truth, and the life." " He will 
be our guide even unto death." 

Are our hearts lonely and oppressed ? do we 
meet with little sympathy ? Jesus is ready to 
enter our saddened chamber, and fill our home 
with joy. " If any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in and sup with him, 
and he with me. Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock." 

Or it may not be under spiritual depression 
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that we are suffering, but it may be that we are 
left almost alone in the world. The friends of 
our youth have left us, the home -of our child- 
hood has long been broken up, and we feel as if 
there were none to care for us. 

We may at such a time find all we have lost,-T- 
father, mother, brother, sister, — in the God-Man 
Jesus, for if we do the will of God, we stand in 
the closest relationship to the holy Jesus. "Who- 
soever shall do the will of my Father which is 
in heaven, the same is My brother and sister 
and mother." 

These are right thoughts of Christ, and who- 
ever has such shall be truly happy, for he cannot 
feel a need which his Saviour cannot supply. 
Pardon, Peace, Strength, Grace, Holiness, — all 
these are His gifts. 

What think ye of Christ, brethren ? Is He 
precious to you ? Does thinking of Him make 
you happy or sad } Do you realize all that He 
has done for you, and do you love Him for what 
He has done for you ? Do you feelyour need 
of Him, and do you look to Him to supply all 
that need ? Is He all in all to you ? Do you 
fight against Satan, sin, and self, under His 
banner, and for His sake ? Are you ready to 
suffer, — ^to suffer shame for His Name } 

If it be so, Jesus is precious to you, for He is 
your Saviour, your Friend, your Guide, your 
King, your Lord, and your God. It is yours 
to say, with the deepest reverence, yet in all the 
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heartfelt assurance of a requited affection, Jesus 
is mine ; My Beloved is mine, and I am His." 
" I am my Beloved's, and His desire is towards 
me. 

For there is no room for doubt that all those 
who love Christ become in return the objects of 
His love. " I love them that love me. Who- 
soever shall confess me before men, him will 
I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven." 

It is this, after all, which makes Christ, and 
thinking about Christ, so precious. The sense 
of His personal interest in us, and our personal 
interest in Him, the feeling that He is 
ever near us, and ever, by His Spirit, dwelling 
in us. 

How rejoiced were the disciples of old, when 
they found Jesus standing in the midst of them. 
" Then," writes St. John, " then were the dis- 
ciples glad when they saw the Lord," 

We are met in this Church, God's own 
House, to pray to God, and to think and speak 
of Jesus. 

As the disciples rejoiced in the visible presence 
of their Lord, so should we in the invisible, yet 
no less true, presence of the same Lord, now in 
this house of prayer. The chief joy in our 
gathering together here should be because 
He has promised, "Where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, there am I 
in the midst of them." How guarded, then, 



should be our thoughts here, how pure our 
hearts ! 

And not only now, but at all times, how 
anxious should we be to think rightly about 
Christ, for upon such right thinking does much 
of our joy here, and all our happiness hereafter, 
depend. 

Sinful in ourselves, Jesus, the sinless One, 
has died for us, and by His death hath led cap- 
tivity captive, and received gifts for men, — ^gifts 
of grace and strength now, the gift of eternal 
life and glory hereafter. 

Weak in ourselves, Jesus, the strong and 
mighty Deliverer, Who has overcome death, 
can give us strength also to overcome; for 
Jesus, Son of God^ has put all things under His 
feet. 

Sorrowful and desponding ourselves, Jesus, 
the Sympathizer, will come and dwell with us, 
and turn our sorrow into joy; for Jesus, Son of 
Man, "our Great High Priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, can be touched with the feel- 
ing of our infirmities, being in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin." 

Surely, with the knowledge of all this in our 
hearts, our great desire should be to know more 
of Jesus, and to seek to have the sense of His 
presence continually before us, that the words 
of our mouth and the meditation of our heart 
may be acceptable in His sight. Who is our 
Lord, our Strength, and our Redeemer, and 
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that we may be able to say with the beloved 
Apostle St. John, " We know that the Son of 
God IS come, and hath given us an understand- 
ing, that we may know Him that is true, and 
we are in Him that is true, even in His Son 
Jesus Christ, for, brethren, This is the true God 
and eternal life." Amen. 



SERMON IV. 



PREACHING CHRIST. 

" Th^ ceased not to teach and preach yesus 
Christ." — Acts v, 42. 



Light of them that sit in darkness ! 

Rise and shine, Thy blessings bring ; 
Light to lighten all the Gentiles ! 

Rise with healing on Thy wing ; 
To Thy brightness 

Let all kings and nations come. 

Thou to Whom all power is given, 
Speak the word ; — at Thy command 

Let the company of preachers 
Spread Thy Name from land to land : 

Lord ! be with them 
Alway, to the end of time. Amen. 



Collcrt for St. <Jattliolometo's 5;tg» 

/^ ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who didst give to 
^^ Thine Apostle Bartholomew grace truly to believe 
and to preach Thy Word ; grant, we beseech Thee, unto 
Thy Church, to love that Word which he believed, and both 
to preach and receive the same ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



PREACHING CHRIST. 



Acts v, 43, 
** They ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus Christ." 



'T'HESE Apostles were bold men. They 
had only just escaped from the prison, 
into which they had been put for the very cause 
which they were now maintaining. They had 
been preaching Christ, they had been standing 
in the temple, and speaking to the people all 
the words of this life, — this new, this better life, 
— which was calculated to make men better in 
themselves, nobler towards others, but above 
all, truer servants of God, and workers of all 
that was good. And because they had been 
doing thus, teaching the people higher things 
than their accustomed leaders and teachers were 
wont to do, they had been taken by command 
of the high Priest, threatened, and put into the 
prison. 

They were bold in a strength that was not 
their own. After they were put, as we read, in 
the common prison, " the angel of the Lord by 
night opened the prison doors, and brought 
them forth, bidding them not to cease from 
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their labour, but still to go and stand and speak 
in the temple to the people all the words of this 
life." Threatened again, they still persevere; 
" we ought to obey God rather than men," were 
their words; and although beaten with many 
stripes, they could not, and would not, resist the 
power of the Holy Spirit within them, but, 
*' rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for the name of Jesus, daily in the 
temple, and in every house, they ceased not to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ." 

And now, let us turn from the preachers, to 
think of Him concerning whom they spoke, 
" Jesus Christ." What a noble theme; what a 
high, what a holy, and shall we not say, what a 
happy subject about which to speak. What 
was it that gave all the early teachers of the 
Gospel such influence ? what was it that made 
them to be accounted among the number of 
those who alone shall be thought deserving of 
the name of the truly wise? It was the power 
of Him whom they preached, their wisdom 
being that of Him Who winneth souls. Yet 
they had much to suffer for Christ's sake ; their 
theme was indeed a noble one, as^ we look at it 
in our day, but in the day when they were 
preaching and teaching Christ, they were telling 
of a name that was only thought of as belonging 
to one who had died the death of a criminal, 
and, indeed, as one •* despised and rejected of 



men," 



They preached Christ. And not only so, but 
rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for His Name. I wonder how many 
there are among us, who would rejoice in suffer- 
ing shame for Christ's sake! It is a trial which, 
it may be, very few of us have ever been put to. 
How have we stood the trial, or how shall we 
behave should such a time come upon us ? 
" Blessed is he," said the Saviour, the blessed 
and Holy Jesus, " whosoever shall not be 
offended in Me." 

Let us look at the preaching of these men, 
what it was. It was simple, and yet deep. It 
was suited to the poor and humble, and yet 
filled with a wisdom and knowledge unsurpassed 
by the learning of any earthly Gamaliel. It 
was about One, who, though He dwells in 
heaven and inhabiteth Eternity, seeks to find a 
home also in the humblest, lowliest hearts. It 
was of One, " the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever." It was a new subject for the con- 
sideration of those to whom they spoke ; and it 
was a subject which we, the professed soldiers 
and servants of Jesus, should find ever new, of 
which we should never tire. 

It has now been preached for many hundred 
years, and yet to those who know Jesus to be 
precious, there is not a day or an hour in which 
some new lesson of comfort, or peace, or 
strength, or hope, or love, may not be learned. 

Every changing circumstance of our lives a^ 
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Christians, may lead us to find some new sweet- 
ness in the Gospel of peace, some new beauty 
in the holy Jesus of Whom that Gospel speaks; 
and we, like these holy men of old, may con- 
tinue daily, either in God's house, or in our own 
houses, to find some lesson to learn, some good 
news to tell, while to our hearts the- blessed 
truths it speaks shall be as good news from a 
far country, or as cold and refreshing waters to 
the panting, thirsty soul. 

This preaching about Jesus Christ was the 
same thing as what is spoken of in the 20th 
verse, as " speaking to the people all the words 
of this Life," this eternal life in opposition to 
the doctrines of the Sadducees who held there 
was no resurrection, and who, with the High 
Priest who was with them, were filled with in- 
dignation at what the Apostles taught. 

This preaching was of the neWy the inner life 
of the soul, which can only spring up through a 
heart knowledge of Jesus Who is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. 

It was the bold assertion of doctrines which, 
even in our day, still are met too often with in- 
difference or indignation ; — doctrines concerning 
the sinfulness of sin, the deceitfulness of the 
heart of man, the offended justice of God; — 
doctrines telling of righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come, such as made men 
tremble when they heard them, and caused 
them to cry out in real earnestness of heart, 



"What shall we do to be saved ?" — Doctrines 
which not only pointed the eye of faith with the 
finger of hope to the joys of heaven, but also 
boldly taught of the certainty, the justice, and 
the terrors of a punishment for the wicked and 
all those who forget God. They were spoken 
by men whose lips were touched as with 
a live coal from off God's altar, so that they 
spoke burning penetrating words, terrible in 
their reality; — words calculated to fire the 
heart of those who listened, because words 
full of the convincing power of the Spirit of the 
Most High God. 

This preaching was about Christ; not about 
Self-righteousness, not about man's wisdom, but 
about God's wisdom, foolishness as it seems to 
many men, as man's wisdom in deed and in 
truth is in the sight of God. 

They were words full of power, because full 
of the Holy Ghost. They were such words 
that the number of the disciples was daily in- 
creased by them. They taught the atonement of 
Jesus, — its necessity, its perfect completeness. 
"The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, Whom 
ye slew, and hanged upon a tree. Him hath 
God exalted with His right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repenta7ice 
and forgiveness of sins." "This is the stone 
which was set at nought of you builders, which 
is become the head of the corner. Neither is 
there salvation in any other, for there is none 
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other Name under heaven, given among men, 
whereby we must be saved." 

They taught the character of Jesus, — God 
the Saviour, Man the Sympathizer. God of 
power ; man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. They spoke of Jesus' love for sinners ; 
they spoke of Jesus' death for sinners; of 
His gentleness; of His meekness; His obe- 
dience unto death ; His holiness and purity ; 
and His long suffering. 

This preaching was of the example of Jesus, 
teaching how those who were His disciples in 
name and word, should also be his followers in 
their lives and deeds. Was Jesus holy ? they 
were to strive to walk by the same rule, and live 
near to God their heavenly Father. Was Jesus 
meek, and gentle, and loving ? Such a character 
was to be their aim. Did Jesus forgive His 
enemies ? They too were to forgive, as they 
themselves should hope for forgiveness when 
He should come and they should stand before 
thejudgment seat of Christ. 

This was the Gospel the Apostles preached. 
This was the true God, and eternal life; this 
was preaching Christ ; Christ the Peace-maker ; 
Christ the Sacrifice for sins ; Christ the Example; 
Christ the future Judge. 

It was indeed knowing nothing among men 
but ** Jesus Christ and Him Crucified," it was a 
preaching by example as well as by precept. 
The preachers of the Gospel were no disturbers 
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of the peace, no medlers in other men's matters ; 
they lived by the work of their own hands, none 
could accuse them of crime, "all men took 
knowledge of them that they had been with 
Jesus." They were Christians themselves, not 
only because they believed in Christ's death and 
resurrection, and trusted in His atonement, and 
professed themselves His disciples, but chiefly 
because they ruled their lives by His rule, and 
were like Christ, in His love for souls, in His 
earnest seeking out of sinners ; they were like 
Christ in His holiness, and purity of life and 
character; they were Christians because they not 
only believed in^ but also followed after Christ ; 
and thus would they bring others to Christ, thus 
would they have others believe in and follow 
Jesus. They kept up the character in them- 
selves, of him who first among them came to 
know the Saviour, and who having found Jesus, 
straightway went and sought out his own brother, 
and brought him to Jesus. 

There are lessons for us here, brethren. We 
are not all indeed authorized to stand up in the 
temple, to teach and to preach Jesus Christ ; but 
we all may speak of Jesus in the house, we all can 
seek to know more of J esus for ourselves. There 
is a lesson for the minister as well as the people, 
and for the people as well as the minister. It 
is the preaching of Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified, alone which can increase the multitude 
of the disciples, which can win souls, which can 
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decrease sin, and render harmless the efforts of 
Satan. You should pray for God's ministers, 
that they may be kept faithful, and that they 
may be taught of God. 

There is a lesson for the people. You should 
never be satisfied with any teaching which comes 
in any way short of that which the apostles of 
old, (who many of them saw Jesus, and were 
with Jesus,) taught. 

The exceeding sinfulness of sin. 

The perfect atonement made by the precious 
blood of Christ. 

The hope of Heaven. 

The fear of Hell. 

The judgment to come. 

All these doctrines are comprehended in the 
idea of preaching Christ. 

And not only this lesson, but another, — that 
all of us who have learnt about Christ have 
upon us the responsibility of living a life which 
shall testify to men around us that we have not 
learnt in vain ; a life which shall glorify God, and 
aid in extending in some measure (according to 
the gift given to each of us) His kingdom. We 
must all, in our different vocations, be living ex- 
amples, living preachers by example, that we, 
like Andrew, may not only be finders of peace 
and salvation in Christ ourselves, but also bring 
our brethren to Jesus. 

Brethren, have you ever thought of this 
responsibility ? Has Jesus suffered and done so 
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much for us, and are we to do nothing at all, 
nothing at all, for Him ? Are -you and I to shew 
no gratitude for the mercy that prompted our 
Heavenly Father to send His dear Son to die 
for us; no gratitude to Him, Jesus the Son of 
God, Who willingly gave up Himself to sorrow, 
and abuse, and suffering, and death for us ? 

Let us^ as we go to our homes this day, each 
one ask himself, what have I done for Jesus ? 
What sinning erring soul have I led to Jesus ? 
Have I, a professed soldier and servant of 
Christ, fought no battle or done no work this 
day for my Master? I think the prayer will 
then go forth from our lips. Lord, teach me 
how to shew forth Thy praise, and honour; 
teach me how to bring my brother, my fellow- 
creatures, unto Thee. Remember it is written, 
" They that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament, and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever." 



SERMON V. 



CHRISTMAS JOY. 

" Rejoice in the Lord." — Philippians iv. 4. 



High let us swell our tuneful notes, 
And join th' angelic throng, 

For Angels no such love have known 
To wake a cheerful song. 

Good-will to sinful men is shown, 
And peace on earth is given ; 

For, lo ! the incarnate Saviour comes 
With messages from heaven. 

Justice and grace, with sweet accord. 

His rising beams adorn ; 
Let heaven and earth in concert join. 

To us a Child is born. 

Glory to God in highest strains. 
In highest worlds be paid ; 

His glory by our lips proclaim'd, 
And by our lives displayed. 



GLORY be to God on high, and in earth peace, good-will 
towards men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we 
worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for 
Thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 
Father Almighty. 



CHRISTMAS JOY, 



Philip, iv. 4. 
" Rejoice in the Lord." 



TT was said of John the Baptist, when the 
angel from the Lord foretold his birth to 
Zacharias, that many should "rejoice at his 
birth." If these words apply to the birth of 
the servant, much more may they be true of 
that of the Master. The birth of John the 
Baptist was to be a reason of joy to many, be- 
cause he should " turn many to the Lord their 
God." 

Surely, then, we may speak of the birth of 
Christ, the Saviour, of Whom he was to be the 
simple forerunner, as a subject for tenfold greater 
joy and thankfulness of heart. 

When the prophets told of it many years 
before it came to pass, they said everything that 
was joyous and glad. " Sing and rejoice, O 
daughter of Zion, for lo, I come, and will dwell 
in the midst of thee, saith the Lord !" " Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Zion, shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem, behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee !" " Unto us a Child is born, unto us 
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a Son is given, and the government shall be 
upon His shoulder, and His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, of 
the increase of His government and peace there 
shall be no end." 

These are words of triumph and of gladness. 
When the angel spoke to the shepherds about 
the Saviour s birth, those were glad words which 
he uttered. " Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to you, 
and to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour which is 
Christ the Lord," and " suddenly there was," we 
are told, " with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God, and saying, Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good- 
will toward men." 

Joy is one of the distinctive features of the 
Christian religion. 

The man who is looking forward to an eternity 
of happiness, cannot very well continue long 
sorrowful* The message of the Gospel is full 
of that which should make men rejoice, for it is 
nothing less than this. Goodwill and peace, 
peace and goodwill, to all mankind. 

Our Great Master and Head is none other 
than the Prince of Peace. 

Should not this, then, — this season of Christ- 
mas, — be a time to us of peace and gladness ? 
We commemorate to-day the birth of Christ, 



the Prince of Peace. The first coming on earth 
of Him Whose office it was to bless, " to preach 
good tidings, good tidings to the meek, to bind 
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of prison to them that 
are bound, to comfort all that mourn, to give 
unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness, that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He 
niight be glorified." 

Brethren, the best wish I can give you this 
day is, that your joy may be full, because a full, 
real joy can only exist in your hearts when 
Christ dwells within them. It is of Him alone 
that the words of the Psalmist can be spoken, — 
" Thou wilt shew him the path of life,, in Thy 
presence is fulness of joy, at Thy right hand are 
pleasures for evermore." 

May it be a very happy Christmas to you all. 
If you would have it so indeed, you must re- 
member the words of St. Paul, — " Rejoice in 
the Lord." 

There is nothing honest, nothing in the way 
of duty, in the performance of which the ser- 
vant of God may not ask, and expect, and have, 
the blessing of his Master. 

And if in our works He will help us, and by 
His felt, though unseen, presence strengthen us 
to labour and to endure ; if in our times of sor- 
row He will sympathize with us and support us, 
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are we to suppose that we may not make the 
sense of His felt though unseen presence the 
very li^ht and life of our times of gladness ? 

Is Heaven to be a. place of tears ? Are sor- 
row and mourning to be the lot of God's people 
there ? Are not rather songs of praise to be 
a part of the employment, and pure unalloyed 
happiness the glad possession of those who 
find an entrance there ? 

And shall we say that we are not to be happy 
and joyous on this earth on which, we live ? 
Should not rather a happy life on earth be 
more likely to fit us for a tenfold happier state 
hereafter ? 

Do not mistake me when I speak of a happy 
life on earth. There is a vast difference between 
happiness and careless revelry, between the joy- 
ous mirth of the glad-hearted and the meaning- 
less laughter of fools. The joy of the one has 
mingled with it much that speaks of gratitude 
to the mighty Giver of all good things, while 
" as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is 
the laughter of the fool." 

Now, if you are what you profess to be, when 
you come here to worship God, and really be- 
lieve in your hearts that which you utter with 
your lips, I am sure you will also wish your joy 
this Christmas-tide to be that of the wise man, 
and not that of the fool. 

Let us see, with God's help, how this is to be 
attained to. 



the 

tae 



In the first place, you must not forget what 
should be the chief reason for your rejoicing to- 
day, and we must each strive to be one of the 
many who rejoice at the Saviour s birth, in re- 
membrance of which this day is specially set 
apart, that we may keep it fresh in our minds. 
Let the fact of Christ's birth. His coming on 
earth. His taking our human nature upon Him, 
that He might offer Himself in our stead as an 
atonement for the sins which we have committed, 
form the foundation of all our rejoicing. 

Then the gladness which shall have its origin 
thus, will be a very complete and a very un- 
selfish one, and this, apart from any thing else, 
will increase our sense of happiness, and 
heighten our enjoyment. 

What were the especial effects of the birth of 
Christ, which the heavenly choir made the 
burden of their song ? Glory to God. Peace 
on earth. Goodwill towards men. 

We shall be happy because shewing in our 
joy, gratitude to God our Father for His un- 
speakable gift, and so our tongues will be ready 
to glorify His name. This gratitude to God 
shall produce peace on earth, peace in our hearts, 
we having a full confidence in His love. And 
this joy of gratitude, or thanksgiving, will make 
us open our hearts to those around us with 
whom we may have to do, and a feeling of 
goodwill towards men shall be implanted in 
our hearts, and, like good seed, spring up and 
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bear fruit in kind thoughts and actions for 
others. 

This is the secret of true Christmas happiness, 
a mouth ready to glorify God, a heart filled with 
peace, through a sense of God's love, and of 
sins forgiven, and hands open, to shew by loving 
deeds that we feel, and wish to spread, the glad 
tidings (all the more glad because brought into 
living action) of goodwill and peace, peace and 
goodwill to all mankind. 

There is much said of a merry heart in the 
Bible, of the effect it has on the man who pos- 
sesses it, and of the effect it has on those with 
whom he associates. 

We are in the habit of wishing each other 
a ** merry Christmas," and when we understand 
the true distinction between mirth and folly it is 
a very good wish, for note 'the effect of a wise 
man's merriness of heart. 

First, it has an outward and visible effect 
upon himself " A merry heart maketh a cheer- 
ful countenance ;" his very happiness shews 
itself in his face and behaviour ; his step is 
light and joyous, and while he looks upwards 
with peace and gratitude to God in his heaven- 
ward gazing, he can look down and still rejoice in 
all the wonders and beauties of the creation which 
he sees lying at his feet. His step will become 
more elastic, and his eyes brighten, as the 
thought rises within his heart, My Father made 
them all. 
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Then the merry heart has an inward effect 
upon the wise man's soul, as it is written again, 
" He that is of a merry heart hath a continual 
feast." He finds something that is bright in 
everything. Every cloud of sorrow has to him 
a silver lining. " How much worse it might 
have been than it is," "It is all for the best," 
are the thoughts of his heart, when some un- 
expected trial, or some unlooked-for difficulty, 
or disheartening absence of success, in the 
calling of his every day life, come upon him 
and hinder him, it may be, from some longed- 
for advancement. 

No man can estimate the inexhaustible source 
of comfort and support which there is in a con- 
tented mind and cheerful disposition, but he 
who has felt the peace and quietness and 
strength which they afford. Truly a " con- 
tinual feast," which he who has once tasted will 
indeed be loth to part with. 

Again, a merry heart has an effect upon those 
with whom the happy possessor associates, for 
it is written again, " A merry heart doeth good 
like a medicine." I think there are but few of 
us who cannot understand something of the 
meaning of these words. In the miserable hour, 
when, with our thoughts concentrated upon the 
narrow limits of a consideration of our own 
selves, (the hour of selfish thought,) we become 
desponding, or what is by common usage called 
low-spirited, what does us so much good, simply 
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by taking us, as it were, out of, away from our- 
selves and our selfish dreaming, as the society 
of one who, with his heaven-born joy, knows 
hardly what it is to think of self at all, but 
rather delights in cheering the sad, in comfort- 
ing those who are in sorrow, who can in some 
measure, filled with the spirit of the great 
Master, give us the oil of joy for mourning, and 
with the diffusive gratitude of the thankful heart, 
help to clothe us with the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness ? 

Brethren, (with deepest reverence be it 
spoken,) may we not discover in Him Whose 
birth we this day commemorate, this holy joy- 
fulness, this gladness of heart ? He, though we 
are told there was no beauty in Him that we 
should desire Him, is nevertheless called the 
" chiefest among ten thousand," and " altogether 
lovely." The brightness of His heart's deep 
love and purity, and joy in doing the work His 
Father had given Him to do, spoke in His 
tender gaze. 

He found happiness in doing that Father's 
will ; it was His joy. His meat and drink. " I 
delight to do Thy will, O my God, yea. Thy 
law is within my heart." 

He was the good Physician, His holy inward 
peace and quietness of heart. His soothing 
look. His words of good cheer. His tones of 
comfort, how they wrought upon those who 
saw and heard them. He joined in men's 
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joys, and He could cheer them in their times of 
grief. 

Well indeed did He say, when encouraging 
His disciples to a denial of self, a coming out 
of self, and to a walking after God's command- 
ments, ** These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be full." 

Brethren, would you have a full joy this 
Christmas-tide ? Think on the blessed and 
holy Jesus, and let His Spirit enter largely into 
the gladness which now fills your hearts. 

Think on His birth, and feel grateful to Him 
for all that He has done for you. 

Think on His grand Example, and follow in 
His steps. 

Think upon Him in heaven, and glorify your 
God. 

Shew that your joy is true by outward acts ; 
let not the idle laugh, the foolish, or worse than 
foolish, jest, the drunkard's oath, or the licentious 
song, rise to your lips, or mingle with the cup of 
your Christmas joy. " Be not fools, but wise." 

Shew that your joy is true, by your inward 
feelings, which are tests by which you may judge 
yourselves, whether you are thankful in heart as 
well as cheerful in countenance. 

Shew that your joy is true, by being unselfish 
in it ; try to share it with others ; try, being 
happy yourselves, to make others happy also. 
Let your faces be towards others, so as to do 
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them good and not evil. Let your hearts be so 
towards others, as to bless and not curse them, 
and let your deeds be so towards others that 
they may bless you. 

" Goodwill and peace, peace and goodwill to 
all mankind," let this be your motto. " Forgive 
your enemies, if you have any, pray for them 
that despitefully use you," for this is a time for 
peace-making, it is the great birthday of the 
Prince of Peace. And, above all, give " glory 
to God in the highest," for all joy comes from 
Him. 

If you all keep Christmas thus, dear brethren, 
yours will be the noblest and truest of all mirth, 
for your joy shall be a rejoicing in the Lord. 
This is the happy Christmas joy I would wish 
to you all, for Christ Himself will be with you 
and in you, and then your joy shall be ftUL 



SERMON VI. 



THE MASTER'S COMING. 

" The Master is come and calleth for tlue" 

John xi. 28. 



" Who well may dread to meet his coming King, 
And shrink to see his Master face to face ?" 

He who, unmindful, marks not time's swift wing, 
Who comes not boldly to the throne of grace, 

Seeking thence oil, that clear his lamp may bum 

A gladsome welcome to his Lord's return. 

" My Lord delays, I need to watch no more, 
My Lord delays, I prithee let me sleep, 

The trump will sound ere he approach the door." 
He slumbers on, he will but wake to weep ; 

Watch was the word, and pray, but see him here. 

No word of prayer upon his lip, no tear. 

No sorrow for past sin, no seeking grace 
For time to come, no patient faithful love ; 

No earnest longing for a hiding place 

From future wrath ; no thoughts of things above ; 

No tears of penitence his eyelids steep ; 

He thinks of nought, and sleeps a deadly sleep. 

" Preserve me. Lord, from such sad state as his ; 

Give me more faith, in patience let me wait. 
That so a welcome to the realms of bliss 

May meet me from Thy lips, when at my gate 
The trumpet sounds, or still small voice commands 
Me yield my spirit to Thy loving hands." 



Celled: for the Jirst Sunbag in Jibbent. 

A LMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away 
'^^ the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which Thy 
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility ; that in 
the last day, when He shall come again in His glorious 
Majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise 
to the life immortal, through Him Who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen, 



THE MASTER'S COMING. 



John xi. 28. 
**The Master is come, and calleth for thee." 



THE circumstances which called forth these 
words you all of you know. 

It was the time when Lazarus, the friend of 
Jesus, was lying in his grave, and his sisters 
were sorrowing for his death. 

Our Blessed Lord, the Jesus Who loved 
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus, had now 
come to Bethany, where the house of mourning 
was, to comfort the sisters concerning their 
brother. 

Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 
coming, went and met Him, and after seeing 
Him, and talking with Him of the resurrection 
and the life, she goes her way, and calls Mary 
her sister, saying, " The Master is come, and 
calleth for thee." 

But it is not in especial connection with the 
circumstances which called forth these words 
from Martha that I would speak to you this 
morning. 

I want you rather to fix your attention on the 
things which shall be in the day when Christ 
shall again present Himself to His^Church, 



What other words than those of our text 
shall the last trumpet speak to each individual 
soul at the great day of our Lord's second 
Advent " The Master is come, and calleth 
for thee." 

One of the first things which will strike us is 
that the words of the text were, at the time, 
preached in connection with a resurrection 
scene. 

Lazarus was sleeping, the Lord came to 
awake him out of that sleep ; Lazarus was in 
the grave, the Lord came to call him out of that 
grave. If the words, " I am the resurrection 
and the life" were proved true words then, shall 
they not indeed be seen in the full power of their 
truth when the Master shall come, and the dead 
shall be raised and stand, both small and great, 
before God ; when these a shall give up the dead 
which are in it, and death and the grave deliver 
up the dead which are in them to be judged 
according to their works ? 

This text seems to me a fitting one for us to 
think and pray over this Advent season. 

When the holy and blessed Lord God Jesus 
shall come again amongst us, there will be some 
men living on the earth, while there will be 
many who are lying in the grave. The call 
will be made to both, " Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh," ** Awake, thou that sleepest, arise 
from the dead." 

Notice, then, that in this eleventh chapter of 
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St. John's Gospel, we have something that may 
keep this truth in our thoughts. 

In Mary we see the /^W;^^ called ; in Lazarus 
the dead, those who have been laid in the grave. 

This is the Sunday before Christmas day, 
that day on which we celebrate the first coming 
of our Saviour Christ, by which first coming 
alone we have a right to hope for happiness at 
the time of His second Advent. 

For what did Jesus then come but to call us 
unto Him, to follow the example of His holy 
life, to put our trust in His precious Blood, to 
die unto sin as He died for sin, to rise again 
unto righteousness as He rose again from death 
and the grave, and that we might know and 
love Him Who first loved us and gave Himself 
for us. 

We are drawing near to the close of another 
year. If we are the servants of God we may 
think on these words as stimulating us on to 
a" more real and living service, a more earnest 
seeking after the things above. 

Soldier of Christ ! sleep not at your post, the 
Master calls ! 

Servant of Jesus, tarry not in idleness, in 
sloth, in eye service, in men pleasing, the 
Master, your Master, calls you ! " Labour not 
for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of Man shallgive unto you." 

And if any here cannot feel that he is yet 
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a servant of God, much less a son, do not these 
words speak to such an one with a force irre- 
sistible and a love unspeakable. 

The Master calleth you. 

Sinner, the voice of Jesus speaks to you ! 
Blasphemer, drunkard, liar, adulterer, evil 
speaker, the Master calls you, — He calls fww in 
love. 

Pilgrims of the night. He is ready to give 
you light. Now, ere this year of sin is ended, 
" seek ye the Lord while He may be found, 
call upon Him while He is near," for in tones 
of love the Master calls you. Another year 
you may not see; another Advent season, 
another Christmas-tide, there may not be for 
you. 

Troubled and weary ones, learn to cast all 
your cares upon Him who careth for you; the 
year of sorrow may be nearly ended for you, 
the night of weeping far spent, and day-break at 
hand. The Master, He who guides you 
through the wilderrtess, who sends you sorrow, 
that His joy and peace may seem the more 
precious to you; He who sees your wants, 
allays your fears, and counts and treasures up 
your tears ; the Master, who causeth all things 
to work together for good to those who love 
Him, calleth you. May we not say, in the 
words of the Christian hymn, 

" Come, weaty souls, for Jesus bids you come.** 



How mufch meaning is there in these simple 
words, " The Master!*' 

If men thought more of Christ as the one 
great Master, by whom all things were made, 
for whose glory with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit all things were created, — how much less 
would they think of their own selves, how 
much more united we should be in our reli- 
gious opinions. 

If we looked upon Christ, who is the great 
Teacher, and upon His inspired Word, which is 
the one divine rule of faith and practice, as all- 
sufficient for the salvation of our souls, instead 
of building, as too many do, upon " this founda- 
tion the gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay and stubble," of our own human know- 
ledge, or wisdom, or folly, then, indeed, might 
the Christian Church on earth be the exem- 
plification of our Saviour's words, **One is 
your Master, even Christ, and all ye are 
brethren." 

The Master. — One who has perfect know- 
ledge; one who can impart knowledge. 

The Master. — One who has complete power ; 
and who knows how to rule. 

The Master. — One who holds in His hands 
^1 the cords (if I may so speak) which set in 
motion the vast machinery of the heavens and 
the earth, "who hath measured the waters in the 
hollow of His hands, and meted out the heaven 
with a span," 
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" Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who 
hath created these things, that bringeth out 
their host by number, He calleth them all by 
names in the greatness of His might, for that 
He IS strong in power, not one faileth." 

Such is the Person to whose Second Coming 
our thoughts are at this season directed. And 
now let us consider for a few moments what 
our thoughts, and hopes, and feelings should be 
as regards that time. 

He has called us to His service; He shall 
yet call us to give an account of our steward- 
ship. 

For the last few Sundays we have been 
praying for special blessings, and for a special 
state of preparedness, that we may meet the 
Lord Jesus without fear, and with joy. 

On the first Sunday in Advent, we prayed in 
the collect (or short prayer, whose petitions or 
sentences are collected from or suggested by the 
Epistle and Gospel for the day,) that we 
might, at Christ's second coming, rise to the 
life immortal. This prayer shewed our belief 
in the fact of Christ's second coming, and in 
the hope of an immortal or undying life here- 
after. 

In the short prayer for the second Sunday in 
Advent, we asked God, that through the learn- 
ing and patience and comfort of His word, we 
might embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life. 
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Thereby professing a desire to learn more 
and more about Christ's second coming, and 
that everlasting life which is given to us through 
Him, and so to learn as to embrace and hold 
fast what we learn. 

In the collect for the third Sunday we prayed 
for Christ's blessings on His ministers, that He 
would teach them how to prepare and make 
ready His way, that at His second coming to 
judge the world, we may be found an acceptable 
people in His sight. 

And to-day the prayer is that God Himself 
may raise up His power, and come among us, 
that His bountiful grace and mercy may 
speedily help and deliver us. 

In these prayers we avow a belief in the 
second Advent; in all, we pray for the help and 
grace that we may be prepared for it. 

These prayers must have an effect for good or 
for evil ; they must mean much, or have been 
worse than a mockery. Which have they been 
to us ? Do we feel the better for having used 
them, or have they been but lightly said ? In 
them we acknowledge the Master; what shall be 
the effect of having used them upon us when 
the Master comes ? 

I have spoken to you of Christ, as now in 
this present time calling you into His service; 
into His love and friendship, forgiveness and 
care. 

If Christ now calls you and me, brethren, as 
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a Master into His service, intx) activity in that 
service, shall we expect otherwise than that at 
His coming again, He shall call us to give an 
account of our stewardship, to receive the 
reward of the faithful servant, or the punish- 
ment of the disobedient ? 

When the messenger comes to call us hence, 
or the trumpet awakes us from the sleep of 
death, with what tones shall the words fall upon 
our ears, " The Master is come, and calleth for 
thee ?" 

To return for one moment to the narrative 
from which my text is taken. What do we 
read in another place of this Mary to whom the 
words were spoken ? " She sat at Jesus' feet 
and heard His word, and she chose the good 
part, the one thing needful, the salvation of her 
soul, the hope of eternal life." 

If we would be ready when our Master 
comes, we must, as Mary did, sit at His feet 
and hear His word, the word of eternal life; we 
must set Him far above all other friends; we 
must count Him far beyond all other treasure, 
that so our thoughts may be set on Him, and 
that with our treasure in heaven, our heart may 
surely there be fixed where all true joys are to 
be found. 

Then when summoned by trumpet call, the 
message wafted to our ears, will bring with it 
peace and joy and gladness of heart. 

The Master is come, and caljeth for thee. 
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Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. Alle- 
luia ! for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 
Amen. 
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